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more cautious language of Descartes, "ut
sunt, vel saltern esse possunt."* The second-
ary qualities are mere affections of conscious-
ness, which cannot be conceived as existing
except in a conscious subject. The primary
qualities are qualities of body, as perceived
in relation to the percipient mind, {. e., of
the phenomenal body perceived as in space.
How far they exist in the real body out of
relation to us, Hamilton does not attempt
to decide.t They are inseparable from our

* Reid's Works, p. 839.

*h We have been content to argue this question, as Mr. Mill
himself argues it, on the supposition that Sir W. Hamilton held
that we are directly percipient of primary qualities in external
bodies. Strictly speaking, however, Hamilton held that the pri-
mary qualities are immediately perceived only in our organism as
extended, and inferred to exist in extra-organic bodies. The ex-
ternal world is immediately apprehended only in its secundo-
primary character, as resisting our locomotive energy. But as the
organism, in this theory, is a material non-ego equally with the rest
of matter, and as to press this distinction would only affect the